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As we progress into the middle of the first quarter of 2026, the resilience of the
American consumer remains a key theme. Our MS Global Investment Committee
maintains its forecast for another positive year.

Focus on Quality Earnings

We are concentrating on quality earnings, anticipating increased market volatility due
to potential shifts in consumer spending and a transition from speculative, unprofitable
companies in hot sectors to those with high-quality earnings benefiting from
productivity gains.

Federal Reserve Policy Changes

With the recent nomination of a new Federal Reserve governor, MS anticipates a
return to pre-crisis Fed policies. This may involve reducing the Fed'’s balance sheet
and focusing on lower short-term borrowing rates.

Investment Allocation Strategy

From an allocation perspective, we continue to favor duration in fixed income and high-
quality global stocks. For passive exposure, we prefer direct indexing strategies that
offer tax loss swap benefits, helping clients mitigate potential capital gains from other
portfolio areas or significant liquidity events.

M&A Market Dynamics

The M&A market is gaining momentum locally, with transactions materializing across
various sectors. This is an opportune time for business owners who have prepared
over the years to evaluate buyer offers for their high-quality businesses. The
permanent tax policies from 2025 provide a favorable backdrop for both buyers and
sellers. In the private sector, we observe increased activity in IPOs and transactions,
with high enthusiasm in private equity.

Preparing Businesses for Acquisition

We focus on helping business owners prepare their companies to be attractive
acquisition targets in their sectors. Even if a transaction is not currently planned,
preparing for an optimal scenario is beneficial. This approach optimizes outcomes,
which can sometimes be unexpected. The best risk management strategy for business
owners is to be prepared for all scenarios, ensuring the company is positioned as an
attractive option for potential buyers.
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Team Member Highlight

Aaron Supita

First Vice President, Investment Consultant

Email: aaron.supita@morganstanley.com

We wanted to share a quick introduction to Aaron Supita, an Investment Consultant
with the Camelback Wealth Management Group. Aaron joined the team in July 2022
after spending eight years as a Private Banker at Morgan Stanley, where he covered
Arizona and New Mexico. Prior to Morgan Stanley, Aaron worked for JPMorgan Chase.

In his current role, Aaron works with clients to build comprehensive wealth strategies
that align with their needs, goals, and legacy. He collaborates closely with the entire
team and leverages the full resources of Morgan Stanley to help clients plan for the

future and work toward achieving each of their goals.

Originally from Wisconsin, Aaron earned a
dual bachelor’s degree in Political Science
and Legal Studies from the University of
Wisconsin—Madison. He moved to Arizona
in 2010 and now lives in Central Phoenix
with his wife and daughter.

Outside of work, Aaron enjoys spending
time with family and friends, running, hiking,
biking, and traveling—Hawaii is currently his
family’s favorite vacation spot.

Access Your Tax Forms on M n Stanley Online

On your Morgan Stanley Online (Desktop View):

* Log in to your account on morganstanley.com/online, or click the button below.

o Click "Accounts" on the menu on top of the screen, and choose "Documents” in
the dropdown list.

« On the next screen, click "Tax documents - 2025 tax year" button, to access your
2025 tax forms.

» You can also access your historical tax year forms here as well.

On your Morgan Stanley Mobile App:

* Log in to your account.

e Click "Accounts" icon on the menu at the bottom of the screen.

e Then, click "View All Accounts"” (blue font) on top.

« Next, you will see a menu on the top of the screen. Click "Documents" on the far
right.

o Click "Filter", and change "Statement" (default option) to "Tax Documents" in
the dropdown list. Also choose "2025" in Tax Year column, and click "Apply"
below.

Winter Insights

5 Personal Money Moves for the New Year

Stepping into 2026, it's time to take stock of your
budget, debt and investments—and check them against
your financial goals. These five steps can get you
started.

Maximum Benefit and Contribution
Limits for 2026

The IRS has increased contribution limits for 2026. Click
below for a detailed list of all the new contribution limits.

You can still make your 2025 Contributions!
If you haven't done so already, please reach out.

To ensure the fastest possible turnaround on service-related requests,
please utilize our new dedicated team email:

This helps us respond promptly, even if a team member is out of office
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Contact Dan

Kyle Backus, CFP®
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When Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC, its affiliates and Morgan Stanley Financial Advisors and Private Wealth
Advisors (collectively, “Morgan Stanley”) provide “investment advice” regarding a retirement or welfare benefit
plan account, an individual retirement account or a Coverdell education savings account (“Retirement Account”),
Morgan Stanley is a “fiduciary” as those terms are defined under the Employee Retirement Income Security Act
of 1974, as amended (“"ERISA"), and/or the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (the “Code”), as applicable. When
Morgan Stanley provides investment education, takes orders on an unsolicited basis or otherwise does not
provide “investment advice”, Morgan Stanley will not be considered a “fiduciary” under ERISA and/or the Code.
For more information regarding Morgan Stanley’s role with respect to a Retirement Account, please visit
www.morganstanley.com/disclosures/dol. Tax laws are complex and subject to change. Morgan Stanley does not
provide tax or legal advice. Individuals are encouraged to consult their tax and legal advisors (a) before
establishing a Retirement Account, and (b) regarding any potential tax, ERISA and related consequences of any
investments or other transactions made with respect to a Retirement Account.

This material has been prepared for informational purposes only. It does not provide individually tailored
investment advice. It has been prepared without regard to the individual financial circumstances and objectives
of persons who receive it. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC (*“Morgan Stanley”) recommends that investors
independently evaluate particular investments and strategies, and encourages investors to seek the advice of a
Morgan Stanley Financial Advisor. The appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an
investor’s individual circumstances and objectives.

The views expressed herein are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley
Wealth Management or its affiliates. All opinions are subject to change without notice. Neither the information
provided nor any opinion expressed constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or sale of any security. Past
performance is no guarantee of future results.

This report contains forward looking statements and there can be no guarantees they will come to pass. The
information and statistical data contained herein have been obtained from sources believed to be reliable but in
no way are guaranteed by Morgan Stanley as to accuracy or completeness. There is no guarantee that the
investments mentioned will be in each client's portfolio.

Equity securities may fluctuate in response to news on companies, industries, market conditions and the general
economic environment. Companies cannot assure or guarantee a certain rate of return or dividend yield; they
can increase, decrease, or totally eliminate their dividends without notice.

Because of their narrow focus, sector investments tend to be more volatile than investments that diversify
across many sectors and companies.

Alternative investments are often speculative and include a high degree of risk. Investors can lose all or a
substantial amount of their investment. They may be highly illiquid, can engage in leverage, short-selling and
other speculative practices that may increase volatility and the risk of loss, and may be subject to large
investment minimums and initial lock-ups. They may involve complex tax structures, tax inefficient investing
and delays in distributing important tax information. They may have higher fees and expenses than traditional
investments, and such fees and expenses can lower the returns achieved by investors.

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC (“Morgan Stanley”), its affiliates and Morgan Stanley Financial Advisors or
Private Wealth Advisors do not provide tax or legal advice. Individuals should consult their tax advisor for
matters involving taxation and tax planning and their attorney for matters involving trusts, estate planning,
charitable giving, philanthropic planning or other legal matters.

The individuals mentioned as the Portfolio Management Team are Financial Advisors with Morgan Stanley
participating in the Morgan Stanley Portfolio Management program. The Portfolio Management program is an
investment advisory program in which the client's Financial Advisor invests the client's assets on a discretionary
basis in a range of securities. The Portfolio Management program is described in the applicable Morgan Stanley
ADV Part 2, available at www.morganstanley.com/ADV or from your Financial Advisor.

In this program the client pays a wrap fee to MSWM (the "MSWM Fee"), which covers MSWM investment
advisory services, custody of securities (if we are the custodian), trade execution with or through MSWM, as
well as compensation to any Financial Advisor. The Portfolio Management program fees are described in the
applicable Morgan Stanley ADV Part 2, available at www.morganstanley.com/ADV or from your Financial Advisor.

Asset allocation and diversification do not guarantee a profit or protect against loss in a declining financial
market.

This communication contains links to third party websites that are not affiliated with Morgan Stanley. These
links are provided only as a convenience. The inclusion of any link is not and does not imply an affiliation,
sponsorship, endorsement, approval, investigation, verification or monitoring by Morgan Stanley of any
information contained in any third party website. In no event shall Morgan Stanley be responsible for the
information contained on that site or your use of or inability to use such site. Furthermore, no information
contained in the site constitutes a recommendation by Morgan Stanley to buy, sell, or hold any security,
financial product, particular account or instrument discussed therein. You should also be aware that the terms
and conditions of such site and the site's privacy policy may be different from those applicable to your use of
any Morgan Stanley website.

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.
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