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We have good news, and we have bad news. The bad news is that for two quarters in a row now we’ve seen 
earnings decline, and we’re likely to see them decline again next quarter. The good news however is that analysts 
expect earnings to still be higher overall in 2023 when compared to 2022. In addition, the first quarter results are 
mostly in, and they are better than what analysts had expected. Unfortunately, investors have not been rewarding 
companies for beating expectations. In fact, the average price move after a positive earnings announcement this 
quarter has been negative (-0.1%). And for those who missed earnings? The punishments have been worse than 
normal.[1] See the charts below and on the next page for more details on the results thus far.
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2023 S&P 500 Growth Estimates From Analysts Over Time:
EPS estimates have been dropping faster than top-line estimates, but increased slightly from April as Q1 earnings have come in better than 
expected.

Source: Factset

2023 Calendar Year Projections received a little 
uptick due to the better-than-expected Q1 
numbers that have come out.

Revenue projections have come down slightly, but revenues 
really haven’t been a problem for companies as they have still 
been growing their top lines quarter over quarter.

https://advisor.morganstanley.com/the-balog-group
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anouchka-m-balog


75%

Top Line & Bottom Line Results for Q1 2023

79%

The Balog Group at Morgan Stanley
Earnings Insight – Data as of 05/05/2023

9 3 
26 36 

130 

150 

32 24 

-8.7%

-2.2%
-3.5% -3.3%

-1.1%
0.0% 0.6% 1.5%

-10.0%

-8.0%

-6.0%

-4.0%

-2.0%

0.0%

2.0%

4.0%

6.0%

8.0%

10.0%

(175)

(125)

(75)

(25)

25

75

125

175

Below -40% -40% to -20% -20% to -5% -5% to 0% 0% to 5% 5% to 20% 20% to 40% Above 40%

Earnings Surprise

S&P 500 EPS Surprise vs. Price Reaction from Q1 Announcements in Q2 2023

Number of Companies Avg Price Change (2 Days Prior vs. 2 Days Post Report)

S&P 500 EPS Surprise vs. Price Reaction from Q1 Announcements in Q2 2023:
Investors have been punishing companies who miss on earnings more than usual, and not rewarding those who beat.

The 5yr average price reaction of companies who beat earnings is +1.0%

The 5yr average price reaction of companies who miss on earnings is -2.2%
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Disclosures

Morgan Stanley Wealth Management is the trade name of Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC, a registered broker-dealer in the United 
States.

This material has been prepared for informational purposes only. The views expressed herein are those of the author and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management or its affiliates. All opinions are subject to change without notice. Neither the 
information provided nor any opinion expressed constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or sale of any security.

Please note that the URL(s) or hyperlink(s) in this material is not to a Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC website. It was created, operated 
and maintained by a different entity. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC is not implying an affiliation, sponsorship, endorsement with/of the 
third party or that any monitoring is being done by Morgan Stanley of any information contained within the linked site; nor do we guarantee its 
accuracy or completeness.  Morgan Stanley is not responsible for the information contained on the third party web site or the use of or 
inability to use such site. 

Information contained herein has been obtained from sources considered to be reliable, but we do not guarantee their accuracy or
completeness.

Past performance is no guarantee of future results. 

The appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual circumstances and objectives. Principal 
value and return of an investment will fluctuate with changes in market conditions.

Investors should carefully consider the investment objectives and risks as well as charges and expenses of a mutual fund before investing. 
To obtain a prospectus, contact your Financial Advisor or visit the fund company’s website. The prospectus contains this and other important 
information about the mutual fund. Read the prospectus carefully before investing.

Asset allocation and diversification do not guarantee a profit or protect against a loss in a declining financial market. 

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC ("Morgan Stanley"), its affiliates and Morgan Stanley Financial Advisors or Private Wealth Advisors do not 
provide tax or legal advice. Clients should consult their tax advisor for matters involving taxation and tax planning and their attorney for 
matters involving trust and estate planning and other legal matters.

The Standard & Poor’s (S&P) 500 Index tracks the performance of 500 widely held, large-capitalization US stocks. An investment cannot be 
made directly in a market index.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average is a price-weighted average of 30 blue-chip stocks that are generally the leaders in their industry.  An 
investment cannot be made directly in a market index.

Bonds are subject to interest rate risk. When interest rates rise, bond prices fall; generally the longer a bond's maturity, the more sensitive it 
is to this risk. Bonds may also be subject to call risk, which is the risk that the issuer will redeem the debt at its option, fully or partially, before 
the scheduled maturity date. The market value of debt instruments may fluctuate, and proceeds from sales prior to maturity may be more or 
less than the amount originally invested or the maturity value due to changes in market conditions or changes in the credit quality of the 
issuer. Bonds are subject to the credit risk of the issuer. This is the risk that the issuer might be unable to make interest and/or principal 
payments on a timely basis. Bonds are also subject to reinvestment risk, which is the risk that principal and/or interest payments from a given 
investment may be reinvested at a lower interest rate.

Investment, insurance and annuity products offered through Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC are: NOT FDIC INSURED | MAY LOSE 
VALUE | NOT BANK GUARANTEED | NOT A BANK DEPOSIT | NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY

Anouchka Balog Securities Agent: AL, AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, FL, GA, HI, ID, IL, IN, LA, MA, MD, ME, MI, MO, MT, NC, NE, NJ, NM, NV, NY, 
OH, OR, PA, SC, TN, TX, UT, VA, WA, WI; 

Investment Advisor Representative; General Securities Representative; Managed Futures
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