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We hope this note finds you well. As the mid-year point passes, we wanted to share
market insights, home buying tips, and information about financial education for
children. Please share this newsletter with anyone you believe may benefit.

Market Insights

Innovation and How Al, Capital Pet Owners Tighten
Impact: Defining the Deployment and the Leash on
Next Phase of Growth Consumer Resilience Spending
Are Reshaping
Finance
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Stanley’s Innovation & large-scale Al investment ~ growth, rising costs are
Impact Summit explored and the evolving role of prompting more selective
how Al, robotics, energy private credit are driving pet spending and slowing
and healthcare new opportunities—and industry expansion.
technologies are reshaping new competition—across
industries, investing and financial institutions.

long-term economic
growth.

Aurora Group in Action

Team members traveled to the Quad Cities to attend The Boys & Girls Clubs of the
Mississippi Valley Golf Invitational. The Aurora Group has proudly been a sponsor of
this event for years. Our team tied for first place and Helene won the woman's long
drive by 80 yards! We all had a fabulous time despite the heat. Thankfully our friends at
Whitey’s Ice Cream let us cool off in their factory freezer.
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Viewing Your Home as an Asset

Home buying season typically picks up in the spring and summer, when more listings
come to market and families aim to move before the new school year. That added
inventory can create more choice, but it can also mean more competition, faster
timelines, and less room to negotiate in some markets.

A few practical tips can help you stay prepared and confident:

« Get pre-approved early (not just pre-qualified) so you understand your budget
range and can move quickly when the right home appears.

» Define your “must-haves” vs. “nice-to-haves” ahead of time to avoid decision
fatigue and keep emotions from driving the process.

« Plan for the full cost of ownership, including taxes, insurance, maintenance, and
potential HOA fees—not just the monthly mortgage payment.

» Keep flexibility in your timeline and terms where possible; in competitive periods,
strong offers often combine price with clean, realistic contingencies and reliable
financing.

« Lean on experienced professionals (agent, lender, inspector, attorney as
applicable) to help you evaluate tradeoffs and avoid costly surprises.

Helping a Loved One Buy a Home

Learn how you can help a loved one break into a
tough market.

Read More

How to Buy a New Home While
Selling Your Old One

Buying and selling a home at the same time can be a
stressful balancing act and put a strain on your
finances. Discover five financing options to help
bridge the gap.

Read More

Don’t Wait for Housing
Affordability to Recover

Will housing become more affordable, or is the
market resetting at a higher barrier to entry?

Introduce Money Basics

Summer is one of the easiest seasons to build
financial confidence in younger family members.

A Parents Guide
» Talking to Kids About Money >

Raising Money-Savvy Kids Click Here
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NOTICE: Morgan Stanley is not acting as a municipal advisor and the opinions or views
contained herein are not intended to be, and do not constitute, advice within the meaning of
Section 975 of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act. If you have
received this communication in error, please destroy all electronic and paper copies and notify
the sender immediately. Mistransmission is not intended to waive confidentiality or privilege.
Morgan Stanley reserves the right, to the extent permitted under applicable law, to monitor
electronic communications. This message is subject to terms available at the following
https://www.morganstanley.com/disclaimers. If you cannot access these links, please notify us
by reply message and we will send the contents to you. By communicating with Morgan Stanley
you acknowledge that you have read, understand and consent, (where applicable), to the
foregoing and the Morgan Stanley General Disclaimers.

This material has been prepared for informational purposes only. It does not provide individually
tailored investment advice. It has been prepared without regard to the individual financial
circumstances and objectives of persons who receive it. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC
(“"Morgan Stanley”) recommends that investors independently evaluate particular investments
and strategies, and encourages investors to seek the advice of a Morgan Stanley Financial
Advisor. The appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor's
individual circumstances and objectives. Past performance is not a guarantee of future
results.

Please see our Privacy Pledge for details about how Morgan Stanley handles personal
information.

If you would like to update your email preferences or unsubscribe from marketing emails from
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, you may do so here. Please note, you will still receive
service emails from Morgan Stanley Wealth Management.

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC (“Morgan Stanley”), its affiliates and Morgan Stanley Financial
Advisors or Private Wealth Advisors do not provide tax or legal advice. Individuals should consult
their tax advisor for matters involving taxation and tax planning and their attorney for matters

involving trusts, estate planning, charitable giving, philanthropic planning or other legal matters.

This material contains forward looking statements and there can be no guarantees they will
come to pass. The information and statistical data contained herein have been obtained from
sources believed to be reliable but in no way are guaranteed by Morgan Stanley as to accuracy
or completeness. There is no guarantee that any investments mentioned will be in each client's
portfolio.

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC offers a wide array of brokerage and advisory services to its
clients, each of which may create a different type of relationship with different obligations to
you. Please visit us at http://www.morganstanleyindividual.com or consult with your Financial
Advisor to understand these differences.

Information related to your external accounts is provided for informational purposes only. It is
provided by third parties, including the financial institutions where your external accounts are
held. Morgan Stanley does not verify that the information is accurate and makes no
representation or warranty as to its accuracy, timeliness or completeness. Financial Advisor(s)
may not provide advice on any external account. Additional information about the services
described above and offered on Morgan Stanley Online are in the applicable Terms and
Conditions of Use

Residential mortgage loans/home equity lines of credit are offered by Morgan Stanley Private
Bank, National Association, an affiliate of Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. With the exception
of the pledged-asset feature, an investment relationship with Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC
does not have to be established or maintained to obtain the residential mortgage products
offered by Morgan Stanley Private Bank, National Association. All residential mortgage
loans/home equity lines of credit are subject to the underwriting standards and independent
approval of Morgan Stanley Private Bank, National Association. Rates, terms, and programs are
subject to change without notice. Residential mortgage loans/home equity lines of credit may
not be available in all states; not available in Guam, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
Other restrictions may apply. The information contained herein should not be construed as a
commitment to lend. Morgan Stanley Private Bank, National Association is an Equal Housing
Lender and Member FDIC that is primarily regulated by the Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency. Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System Unique Identifier #663185. The proceeds
from a residential mortgage loan (including draws and advances from a home equity
line of credit) are not permitted to be used to purchase, trade, or carry eligible margin
stock; repay margin debt that was used to purchase, trade, or carry margin stock; or
to make payments on any amounts owed under the note, loan agreement, or loan
security agreement; and cannot be deposited into a Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC
or other brokerage account.
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