
July 2025 Newsletter 
Greetings from The 801 Group at Morgan Stanley, 

The 801 Group at Morgan Stanley is pleased to offer these resources in charitable giving. Our 
hope is that the timely resources provided in this newsletter will support you as a leader, 
strengthen your organization, and provide useful information for discussions with donors.  

Investment Perspectives – On the Markets 

As investors reflect on the first half of 2025, it’s hard not to describe the economic and 
geopolitical backdrop as historic, the uncertainty that created a one-week equity bear market as 
nearly unprecedented and the subsequent 25% retracement to new highs as positively relieving. 
But here we are. For the year to date, the S&P 500 Index is up more than 5%. So the key 
question is, where to go from here?  Click Here to Read More About The New Bull Market 

In Our Ears: This Week’s Top Listen  

In a recent Chronicle survey, only 25% of nearly 350 Executives described their board members 
as being enthusiastic fundraisers. Getting nonprofit board members involved in fundraising is a 
common challenge, but also a crucial factor to a nonprofit’s success.  Here are effective 
strategies to increase your board engagement: 

1. Set Expectations Early 
• Include fundraising responsibilities in board member job descriptions. 
• Discuss these expectations during recruitment and onboarding. 

2. Provide Training and Tools 
• Offer fundraising training sessions to build confidence and skills. (Ask us about 

our Planned Giving presentation for boards) 

Listen Now: Two CEOs on How to Get Boards to Help With Fundraising and More 

Foundation and Endowment Fiduciary Symposium – Join Us – September 17, 2025 

Mark your calendars for a day of learning and collaboration at our annual Foundation and 
Endowment Fiduciary Symposium on September 17th at Des Moines Golf and Country Club 
from 9:30 AM-3:30 PM. This complimentary symposium is a must for officers, directors, 
trustees, and investment committee members of foundation and endowment organizations 
seeking to enhance their contributions to the institutions they serve. This symposium will feature 
insightful speakers, interactive conversations and ample networking opportunities.  Don’t miss 

https://www.morganstanley.com/pub/content/dam/mscampaign/wealth-management/wmir-assets/On-The-Markets.pdf
https://www.philanthropy.com/article/listen-now-two-ceos-on-how-to-get-boards-to-help-with-fundraising-and-more?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_13373756_nl_Philanthropy-Today_date_20250429


this chance to connect with like-minded individuals and organizations for conversation and 
education on topics such as, Dismantling Burnout: Empowering Leaders and Teams to 
Overcome Burnout Together, Outlook for the Economy and Monetary Policy, Peer Trends and 
Benchmarking for Mission Success and Unlocking the Power of AI.  RSVP here!  
What We Are Reading: Curated Content of Interest & Additional Resources1 

7 Tips to Kickstart Monthly Giving and Boost Your Nonprofit’s Financial Health 

How to Use A.I. Effectively and Protect Your Organization’s Reputation and Values 

Raising Money From Individuals: What’s Happening Now 

Beyond Either/Or: The Power of Both | Thompson & Associates 

Advocacy Alerts and Updates: 
 
Last week, President Trump signed into law H.R. 1, previously known as the “One Big Beautiful 
Bill Act.” The sweeping tax legislation makes significant changes to the U.S. tax code, including 
the creation of a universal charitable deduction. Click here to read more on the top priorities 
impacting the nonprofit sector as compiled from the National Council of Nonprofits: Analysis of 
the 2025 Tax Bill and Its Impact on Charitable Nonprofits 

Share the News 

If colleagues, additional leaders in your organization, or board members would like to receive 
this philanthropic resource, please let us know by responding to this email.  

The 801 Group at Morgan Stanley values philanthropy and strategic investment with nonprofit 
organizations that enable them to focus on their missions. With more than 90* years of collective 
industry experience, our team serves some of the largest public and private entities in the 
Midwest, along with many successful families throughout the country.   

 
While you Advocate for Your Mission, The 801 Group at Morgan Stanley Advocates for You!   

Contact Information for The 801 Group at Morgan Stanley:  

John C. Auer, CIMA® 
Managing Director, Family Wealth Director,  
Senior Institutional Consultant 
Financial Advisor 
515-283-7015 john.c.auer@morganstanley.com 
    
Jacob B. Jaacks, CAIA®, CFP® 
Senior Vice President    
Financial Advisor        
515-283-7044 jacob.jaacks@morganstanley.com 
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https://www.philanthropy.com/article/how-to-use-a-i-effectively-and-protect-your-organizations-reputation-and-values?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_13388525_nl_Philanthropy-Today_date_20250430
https://www.philanthropy.com/article/raising-money-from-individuals-whats-happening-now?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_14070984_nl_Philanthropy-Today_date_20250701
https://ceplan.com/beyond-either-or
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2025/chart-tax-legislation-2025.pdf
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Ashley E. Shafer, CFP®, CAP® 
Family Wealth Director 
Senior Vice President 
Financial Advisor                 
515-283-7040 ashley.shafer@morganstanley.com 
 
Matthew Probst, CFA 
Financial Advisor  
Financial Planning Specialist                
515-283-7088 matthew.probst@morganstanley.com 
 
 
1. Please note that this hyperlink is not to a Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC website. It was created, operated and 
maintained by a different entity. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC is not implying an affiliation, sponsorship, 
endorsement with/of the third party or that any monitoring is being done by Morgan Stanley of any information 
contained within the linked site; nor do we guarantee its accuracy or completeness.  Morgan Stanley is not 
responsible for the information contained on the third-party web site or the use of or inability to use such site.   

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC offers insurance products in conjunction with its licensed insurance agency 
affiliates. 
 
Since life insurance is medically underwritten, you should not cancel your current policy until your new policy is in 
force.  A change to your current policy may incur charges, fees and costs.  A new policy will require a medical 
exam. Surrender charges may be imposed and the period of time for which the surrender charges apply may increase 
with a new policy.  You should consult with your own tax advisors regarding your potential tax liability on 
surrenders. 
 
Information contained herein has been obtained from sources considered to be reliable, but we do not guarantee their 
accuracy or completeness. 

The views expressed herein are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management or its affiliates.  All opinions are subject to change without notice.  Neither the information 
provided nor any opinion expressed constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or sale of any security.  Past 
performance is no guarantee of future results. 

Tax laws are complex and subject to change. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC (“Morgan Stanley”) , its affiliates 
and Morgan Stanley Financial Advisors and Private Wealth Advisors do not provide tax or legal advice and are not 
“fiduciaries” (under the Investment Advisers Act of 1940, ERISA, the Internal Revenue Code or otherwise) with 
respect to the services or activities described herein except as otherwise provided in writing by Morgan Stanley 
and/or as described at www.morganstanley.com/disclosures/dol. Individuals are encouraged to consult their tax and 
legal advisors (a) before establishing a retirement plan or account, and (b) regarding any potential tax, ERISA and 
related consequences of any investments made under such plan or account. Clients should consult their tax advisor 
for matters involving taxation and tax planning and their attorney for matters involving trust and estate planning, 
charitable giving, philanthropic planning and other legal matters. 

This material does not provide individually tailored investment advice.  It has been prepared without regard to the 
individual financial circumstances and objectives of persons who receive it.  The strategies and/or investments 
discussed in this material may not be appropriate for all investors.  Morgan Stanley Wealth Management 
recommends that investors independently evaluate particular investments and strategies, and encourages investors to 
seek the advice of a Financial Advisor.  The appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an 
investor’s individual circumstances and objectives. 

mailto:ashley.shafer@morganstanley.com
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Investments and services offered through Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC.  Member SIPC.  

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC (“Morgan Stanley”), its affiliates and Morgan Stanley Financial Advisors or 
Private Wealth Advisors do not provide tax or legal advice. Individuals should consult their tax advisor for matters 
involving taxation and tax planning and their attorney for matters involving trusts, estate planning, charitable giving, 
philanthropic planning or other legal matters.  
 
There will be no discussion of, or distribution of written materials relating to, specific products or investments at this 
presentation. 
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