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OUR 
MISSION
STATEMENT

Our mission is to empower 

you and your family to 

achieve financial clarity 

and personal readiness for 

all the pivotal moments 

and transitions of your life.  
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YOUR 
FINANCIAL 
STEWARD

With strategic foresight and 

thoughtful guidance, we work 

together in collaboration with you 

and your family to develop 

personalized and impactful solutions 

using Morgan Stanley’s industry-

leading platform and resources.

We employ a Goals Based Financial 

Planning approach for each client  

illuminating your North Star by 

focusing on your unique vision, values 

and goals.



OUR CORE VALUES 

Organization: 
We will help bring order to your financial life.

Accountability: 
We will help you follow through on financial commitments.

Objectivity: 
We bring insights to help you avoid emotionally driven 

decisions in important money matters.

Proactivity: 
We work with you to anticipate your life transitions and to 

be financially prepared for them.

Education: 
We will explore what specific knowledge will be needed to 

succeed in your situation.

Partnership: 
We attempt to help you achieve the best life possible but 

will work in concert with you, not just for you, to make this 

possible.



OUR INVESTMENT PHILOSOPHY

We are long-term believers in harnessing the strength of the US economy 

through investments in leading US companies known for innovation, strong 

cash flow, and sustainable dividends.

We separate client investment objectives into four distinct categories; 

Preservation, Income, Growth, and Alternatives.  We customize the 

composition for each client based on their unique objectives.

We believe that after tax returns matter and will employ tax loss 

harvesting approaches where appropriate.

We believe balancing investment costs is integral to optimizing investment 

efficiency and ensuring sustainable long-term performance. 
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OUR 
INVESTMENT 
PROCESS
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We invest using meticulously maintained custom 
discretionary portfolios that seek value from each driver 
of portfolio returns:

Asset Allocation:

Strategic blend of assets seeks to align with your goals.

Active & Passive:

The right mix of active and passive strategies can help 
optimize fees and may beat single-style strategies.

Manager Selection: 

Discretion ensures managers meet our quality 
standards.

Portfolio Construction and Risk Management: 

Manage risk efficiently by combining and weighting 
managers.



OUR QUANTITATIVE & 
QUALITATIVE FRAMEWORK

Adverse Active Alpha

Morgan Stanley patented 

manager selection process 

that sorts investment 

strategies by potential 

prospective profitability and 

consistency of profitability.

Risk Score
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Value Score

Morgan Stanley proprietary 

methodology that evaluates 

investment strategies’ 

effectiveness in managing 

risk, both in absolute and 

relative terms.

Morgan Stanley proprietary 

methodology that considers 

active investment strategies’ 

value proposition relative to 

their costs.

Objective:
To rank investment strategies in each of 50+ categories by quality according to 

three critical factors: Adverse Active Alpha, Risk and Value Scores.

Hallmarks:
• Leverage the observations that quality investment processes lead to quality investment results.

• Gain insights on strategies’ prospective performance by studying quantitative markers of success.

• Historically have meaningfully boosted risk-adjusted returns on a rolling three-year forward basis.

• Result in reasonable annual turnover of approximately 10 to 15%, promoting consistency.



DEPTH OF OUR SERVICES
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Financial

Planning

- Goals-Based Financial Planning

- Balance Sheet Analysis

- Retirement & Income Planning

- Social Security, Long-Term Care, Pension Support

- Education / College Funding

Wealth

Management

- World-Class Investment Resources

- Institutional Portfolio Solutions

- Tax Management Solutions

- Targeted Risk & Liability Management

- Alternative Investments

Advisory 

Services

- Financial Education & Advocacy

- Flexible & Evolving Financial Guidance

- Coordination with Other Advisors (CPAs, Attorneys, Etc.)

Legacy

- Legacy and Estate Planning Strategies

- Family Governance Services

- Charitable Giving & Philanthropy Support

- Donor Advised Funds



DEDICATED SERVICES
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Business Exit Planning:

Exit planning is simply good business strategy which focuses on the 

readiness and attractiveness of the business and the financial and 

emotional preparedness of the business owner.  Michael is a 

Certified Exit Planning Advisor (CEPA®), with the credentials and 

experience to guide you though the exit planning process.

Divorce Financial Planning:

Divorce is almost never easy. It can impact your life in complex 

and unexpected ways, particularly when it comes to your 

finances. Michael is a Certified Divorce Financial Analyst 

(CDFA®), with the credentials and experience to provide you with 

the support and guidance you need.

Retirement Planning:

Retirement planning is the intersection of income and legacy 

planning, merging your financial clarity with your personal 

preparedness.  Michael is a Certified Financial Planner (CFP®) 

and helps clients navigate the emotional and practical aspects 

of this significant milestone, empowering you to embrace your 

new life chapter with purpose and direction.



ABOUT US

Our team is dedicated to working holistically with 

clients, not just to grow their wealth, but to help 

them define their purpose, values, and goals. We 

believe that financial success is not solely 

measured in dollars and cents but in the fulfillment 

of one's life vision. We have a track record of 

aiding clients in transition, whether they are 

starting a family, navigating a divorce, planning for 

retirement, or steering their business towards a 

strategic exit. Our team doesn't simply provide 

financial advice; we create comprehensive 

strategies tailored to each individual or family's 

unique circumstances. We understand that each 

client's journey is distinct, and we respect the 

significance of their financial decisions. By putting 

purpose, values, and goals at the forefront, we 

have been instrumental in helping our clients live a 

life that aligns with their aspirations and values.



CONTACT US
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Michael B. Kislin, CFA, CIMA®, CFP®, CDFA®, CEPA®

Senior Vice President | Financial Advisor | Portfolio 

Manager | NMLS# 2551771

Morgan Stanley | Wealth Management

2000 Westchester Avenue Purchase, NY 10577

Phone +1 914 225 0262  Mobile +1 914 496 4806  

Michael.Kislin@morganstanley.com

Jovi Viwatthanasorn

Wealth Management Associate

Morgan Stanley | Wealth Management

2000 Westchester Ave Purchase, NY 10577

Phone +1 914 225 0482  

jovi.viwatthanasorn@morganstanley.com

Annette Serniak 

Senior Registered Associate

Morgan Stanley | Wealth Management

2000 Westchester Ave Purchase, NY 10577

Phone +1 914 225 0936  

Annette.serniak@morganstanley.com

mailto:Michael.Kislin@morganstanley.com
mailto:jovi.viwatthanasorn@morganstanley.com


DISCLAIMERS:
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This material has been prepared for informational purposes only. It does not provide individually tailored investment advice. It has been prepared without regard to the individual financial circumstances 

and objectives of persons who receive it. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC (“Morgan Stanley”) recommends that investors independently evaluate particular investments and strategies and encourages 

investors to seek the advice of a Morgan Stanley Financial Advisor. The appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor's individual circumstances and objectives. Past 

performance is no guarantee of future results.

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC offers a wide array of brokerage and advisory services to its clients, each of which may create a different type of relationship with different obligations to you.  Please 

visit us at http://www.morganstanleyindividual.com or consult with your Financial Advisor to understand these differences. 

Equity securities may fluctuate in response to news on companies, industries, market conditions and the general economic environment. Companies cannot assure or guarantee a certain rate of return or 

dividend yield; they can increase, decrease or totally eliminate their dividends without notice.

Asset Allocation does not assure a profit or protect against loss in declining financial markets.

Life insurance, disability income insurance, and long-term care insurance are offered through Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC's licensed insurance agency affiliates. 

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC (“Morgan Stanley”), its affiliates and Morgan Stanley Financial Advisors or Private Wealth Advisors do not provide tax or legal advice. Individuals should consult their 

tax advisor for matters involving taxation and tax planning and their attorney for matters involving trusts, estate planning, charitable giving, philanthropic planning or other legal matters. 

Tax-loss harvesting. IRS rules stipulate that if a security is sold by an investor at a tax loss, the tax loss will not be currently usable if the investor has acquired (or has entered into a contract or option 

on) the same or substantially identical securities 30 days before or after the sale that generated the loss.  This so-called “wash sale” rule is applied with respect to all of the investor's transactions across 

all accounts.

To obtain Tax-Management Services, a client must complete the Tax-Management Form, and deliver the signed form to Morgan Stanley. For more information on Tax-Management Services, including 

its features and limitations, please ask your Financial Advisor for the Tax Management Form.  Review the form carefully with your tax advisor. Tax-Management Services: (a) apply only to equity 

investments in separate account sleeves of client accounts; (b) are not available for all accounts or clients; and (c) may adversely impact account performance. Tax-management services do not 

constitute tax advice or a complete tax-sensitive investment management program. There is no guarantee that tax-management services will produce the desired tax results.

The use of the CDFA® designation does not permit the rendering of legal advice by Morgan Stanley or its Financial Advisors which may only be done by a licensed attorney. 

The Morgan Stanley Global Impact Funding Trust, Inc. (MS GIFT) is an organization described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. MS Global Impact Funding Trust 

(MS GIFT) is a donor advised fund. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC provides investment management and administrative services to MS GIFT. Back-office administration provided by RenPSG, an 

unaffiliated charitable gift administrator.

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC.  Member SIPC. 

CRC 3889011 10/2024
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