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Summer has a way of changing perspective. 

People spend more time with family, travel more, slow down a little, and create experiences they 

often remember for years. And many of those moments are connected to how we choose to use our 

money. 

Not necessarily how much we spend. But what we spend it on. 

Money Is a Tool, Not the Goal 

Many investors spend years focused almost entirely on accumulation. More savings, more growth, 

and an increasing net worth. 

But eventually an important question starts to surface: “What is this money actually for?” 

When people look back on meaningful summers years later, they rarely remember market returns or 

economic headlines. 

They remember experiences. The family vacation. Time with grandchildren. One-on-one time over ice 

cream. 

Many of the purchases that create the greatest long-term satisfaction are not luxury purchases at all. 

They are experiences, relationships, freedom, and time. 

That does not mean saving and investing are unimportant. Long-term discipline still matters 

enormously. But money itself is not the ultimate goal. It is a tool. 

Maximizing the Summer 

Summer is a great time to ask a different type of financial question: 

“What use of money would create the most lasting satisfaction for me and my family?” 

Because oftentimes the highest-return use of money is not financial at all. It is creating memories that 

continue paying emotional dividends long after summer ends. 
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Forbes America’s Best-in-State Wealth Advisors 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025 

Forbes America’s Next Generation Wealth Advisors 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025 

Five Star Wealth Manager 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025 

  

For more information please visit our website 

Connect with me on Linked In 

Visit our team page on Facebook 

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC member SIPC 
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2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 Forbes Best-In-State Wealth Advisors 

Source: Forbes.com (Awarded 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025).  Data compiled by SHOOK Research LLC based 12-month time 

period concluding in June of year prior to the issuance of the award. Awards Disclosures 

2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025 Forbes America’s Top Next-Gen Wealth Advisors & Top Next-Gen Wealth Advisors Best-in-State 

(formerly referred to as Forbes America's Top Next-Gen Wealth Advisors, Forbes  Top 1,000 Next-Gen Wealth Advisors, Forbes Top 500 Next 

Generation Wealth Advisors)   

Source: Forbes.com (Awarded 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025).  Data compiled by SHOOK Research LLC based on 12-month 

period concluding in Mar of the year the award was issued. Awards Disclosures 

2015-2023 Five Star Wealth Manager Award 

Source: fivestarprofessional.com (Awarded 2015-2025) These awards were determined through an evaluation process conducted by Five Star 

Professional, based on objective criteria, during the following periods: 

2015 Award - 11/30/14 - 05/18/15 

2016 Award - 11/30/15 - 05/18/16 

2017 Award - 09/26/16 - 04/28/17 

2018 Award - 10/24/17 - 05/21/18 

2019 Award - 10/22/18 - 05/03/19 

2020 Award - 10/27/19 - 04/24/20 

2021 Award - 11/30/20 - 06/25/21  

2022 Award - 12/31/21 - 06/10/22 

2023 Award - 11/14/22 - 05/31/23 

2024 Award - 10/10/23 - 04/30/24 

2025 Award – 10/09/24 – 05/01/25 

 

The views expressed herein are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management or its affiliates.  All 

opinions are subject to change without notice.  Neither the information provided, nor any opinion expressed constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or 

sale of any security.  Past performance is no guarantee of future results.     

This material does not provide individually tailored investment advice.  It has been prepared without regard to the individual financial circumstances and 

objectives of persons who receive it.  The strategies and/or investments discussed in this material may not be appropriate for all investors.  Morgan 

Stanley Wealth Management recommends that investors independently evaluate particular investments and strategies and encourages investors to seek 

the advice of a Financial Advisor.  The appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual circumstances and 

objectives. 

This material has been prepared for informational purposes only. It does not provide individually tailored investment advice. It has been prepared without 

regard to the individual financial circumstances and objectives of persons who receive it. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC (“Morgan Stanley”) 

recommends that investors independently evaluate particular investments and strategies, and encourages investors to seek the advice of a Morgan 

Stanley Financial Advisor. The appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual circumstances and 

objectives. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. 
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