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Most investors love economic and market forecasts. With the markets so uncertain and 

volatile, our brain craves some sort of idea of what the future holds. But the markets 

are unpredictable – evidenced by the fact that no one can consistently predict them 

with accuracy. Economic and stock market forecasts are not reliable, no matter what 

your brain tells you. 

 

Unlike market and economic forecasts, my forecast is reliable and robust because it is 

based on enduring investment truths and investor behavior. These factors are more 

dependable than market outcomes and more important to an investor’s well-being. 

 

My Forecast For 2026 

 

In full disclosure, the following forecast is nearly identical to my forecast from last year 

and years prior to that.  

 

•         The economy/market will do something that surprises us (and the experts). In 

hindsight we will wonder how we didn’t see it 

 

•         The financial media will emotionalize headlines, and short-term market moves to 

entice you to tune in - so they can achieve better ratings 

 

•          As is typical in a midterm election year, economic narratives will diverge sharply, 

one party emphasizing economic hardships, the other highlighting economic progress 

 

•         Investors who watch the news and stock market often will experience more 

stress than those that don’t 

 



•         Investors that move to cash, waiting for a “better time,” will suffer significant 

uncertainty and anxiety about when and how to get back in  

  

•         Your investment decisions and reactions to market events will ¬¬have a 

significant impact on your personal investment return 

 

•         You will be tempted to change your investment strategy based on market 

performance, expert forecasts, and/or your personal beliefs about the future  

  

Conviction, patience, and discipline are virtues every investor should develop. They 

aren’t easy, yet they are essential for your success. One of my most important roles is 

helping you ignore the noise and focus on what really matters to your financial 

success.  

 

I wish you a prosperous, fulfilling, and happy 2026. Thank you for allowing me to be 

your trusted partner along the journey.  
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2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 Forbes Best-In-State Wealth Advisors 

Source: Forbes.com (Awarded 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025).  Data compiled by SHOOK Research LLC based 12-month time 

period concluding in June of year prior to the issuance of the award. Awards Disclosures 

  

2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025 Forbes America’s Top Next-Gen Wealth Advisors & Top Next-Gen Wealth Advisors Best-in-State 

(formerly referred to as Forbes America's Top Next-Gen Wealth Advisors, Forbes  Top 1,000 Next-Gen Wealth Advisors, Forbes Top 500 Next 

Generation Wealth Advisors)   

Source: Forbes.com (Awarded 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025).  Data compiled by SHOOK Research LLC based on 12-month 

period concluding in Mar of the year the award was issued. Awards Disclosures 

2015-2023 Five Star Wealth Manager Award 

Source: fivestarprofessional.com (Awarded 2015-2025) These awards were determined through an evaluation process conducted by Five Star 

Professional, based on objective criteria, during the following periods: 

2015 Award - 11/30/14 - 05/18/15 

2016 Award - 11/30/15 - 05/18/16 

2017 Award - 09/26/16 - 04/28/17 

2018 Award - 10/24/17 - 05/21/18 

2019 Award - 10/22/18 - 05/03/19 

2020 Award - 10/27/19 - 04/24/20 

2021 Award - 11/30/20 - 06/25/21  

2022 Award - 12/31/21 - 06/10/22 

2023 Award - 11/14/22 - 05/31/23 

2024 Award - 10/10/23 - 04/30/24 

2025 Award – 10/09/24 – 05/01/25 

  

The views expressed herein are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management or its affiliates.  All 

opinions are subject to change without notice.  Neither the information provided, nor any opinion expressed constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or 

sale of any security.  Past performance is no guarantee of future results.     

This material does not provide individually tailored investment advice.  It has been prepared without regard to the individual financial circumstances and 

objectives of persons who receive it.  The strategies and/or investments discussed in this material may not be appropriate for all investors.  Morgan 

Stanley Wealth Management recommends that investors independently evaluate particular investments and strategies and encourages investors to seek 

the advice of a Financial Advisor.  The appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual circumstances and 

objectives. 
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