
Thursday Thoughts - When the Roof Starts Leaking (5-29-2025) 
 

 

I heard a term recently that stuck with me—”magazine architect.“ It’s used to describe people who 
design buildings that look incredible in photos… but end up being a nightmare to live in. Leaky 
roofs. Awkward layouts. Built to impress, not to last. 

Sound familiar? That kind of thinking shows up in investing too—especially in years like this. 

Markets have been bumpy. Uncomfortable stretches tend to stir up doubt, and that’s when the 
flashy stuff starts looking appealing. A complicated strategy with a cool name. A fund that just 
made the news. It sounds smart. It feels like action. But often, it’s just a financial version of a leaky 
showpiece. 

I’ve worked with all kinds of folks—young families, business owners, even third-generation 
wealth—and I’ve seen the same pattern repeat: wealth is built through focus, and it’s preserved 
through simplicity. 

When things get tough, what works isn’t complex or shiny. It’s steady. It’s boring. It’s a portfolio 
built on quality, diversification, and discipline—humming quietly in the background while life 
unfolds out front. 

Jason Zweig said it best: ”While people need good advice, what they want is advice that sounds 
good.“ And I’ve seen that play out. Flash gets attention—but it doesn’t always hold up when the 
pressures on. 

Personally, I watch the markets every day—I find them fascinating. But my own finances? 
Intentionally boring. That’s not a flaw. That’s the design. 

We don’t splash ads across social media or put out flashy promos. But we do believe in helping 
good people—and if you know someone who might benefit from a steady, thoughtful approach, 
feel free to introduce us. 

It’s our version of marketing. Quiet. Sneaky. Effective. 

Have a great rest of the week, 
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Office Phone: 402 399 1577 | Fax: 402 399 6336 
  
LinkedIn | Twitter  | Facebook 
Schedule a Meeting with Me 
A comprehensive view of your financial life 
  
The highest compliment we can receive is a referral or introduction to your friends, family or 
business associates. 

 

 

NOTICE: Morgan Stanley is not acting as a municipal advisor and the opinions or views contained 
herein are not intended to be, and do not constitute, advice within the meaning of Section 975 of 
the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act. If you have received this 
communication in error, please destroy all electronic and paper copies and notify the sender 
immediately. Mistransmission is not intended to waive confidentiality or privilege. Morgan Stanley 
reserves the right, to the extent permitted under applicable law, to monitor electronic 
communications. This message is subject to terms available at the following 
https://www.morganstanley.com/disclaimers. If you cannot access these links, please notify us by 
reply message and we will send the contents to you. By communicating with Morgan Stanley you 
acknowledge that you have read, understand and consent, (where applicable), to the foregoing and 
the Morgan Stanley General Disclaimers. 

Please see our Privacy Pledge for details about how Morgan Stanley handles personal information. 

If you would like to update your email preferences or unsubscribe from marketing emails from 
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, you may do so here. Please note, you will still receive service 
emails from Morgan Stanley Wealth Management. 

Not all products and services may be available to persons living outside of the United States. 
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